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A message from Ms Hulin...
Prep Rest Days
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Full School Wednesday begining
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ing all of your smiling faces CS holding a stall down at the
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side the General Store. If you are
Monday.
able to make a donation of craft
A Covid-19 Summary:
or baked good lets us know. The
market runs from between 9—
RAT tests—Have been deliv1pm.
ered! I will send them home
Monday— The guideline is to
7th of March will see a
test twice a week. We recomMerino hosting a
mend Tuesday and Thursday.
Wellness Day. We will
Self Testing is not enforced by
be joined on the day by Dartthe department.
moor Primary School and
Masks—Are to be worn inside
Scared Heart Primary School.
by students Year 3 and up .
Masks are not needed to be
TRIVIA! Get excited Merino
worn outside. We will attempt to CS will once more host the 2nd
hold as many outdoor lessons
ever Merino CS Trivia night!
as possible.
TBC date, that we have, will
Air Purifiers have been inbeat the end of April. Please
promote it to anyone who you
stalled in all rooms.
Installation of a shade sail is ex- think would be interested and
get a table together and come
pected before May.
along for the fun!
Swimming lessons will be
starting on the 1st of February. School camp is booked in for
the whole school for 4 days
A BIG THANKS to Glenda for
organising and also for her ex- in June—More info to follow
cellent expertise in the pool! later...

Welcome to the 2022 school
year : )
I hope you all had an enjoying and relaxing break.

Merino Consolidated School
Paschendale Road
Merino 3310
Ph 5579 1305
We are a Child Safe School

DATES
31st SCHOOL RETURNS
1st February
Merino Swimming Lessons Begin
16th
Baimbridge College Year 6
Transition Day

21st
CDSSA Swimming Sports
25th
Swimming Lessons concludes
March
7th
Wellness Day
9th
CDSSA Athletics
12th
Merino Community Garage Sale 9am—1pm
14h Labour Day (Pupil
Free Day)
18th—Hockey Clinic
April
4th—BMX Performance
8th Term Ends

General Permission forms
will come home soon.
Please return as soon as
possible. Thanks

Hats must be worn when
outside and sunscreen applied at playtimes
The shop is once again open!
Lunch orders are on Thurs-

As part of our ongoing implementation of School Wide Positive Behaviour (SWPB) the students have worked to develop a set of behaviours that are expected in all settings across the school. Each time
they display these behaviours they are rewarded with a ‘Treasure
Ticket’ that goes towards receiving a bigger reward at the end of the
week.

There are many benefits to playing board games
as a family!
Playing is exercise for your brain. Playing stimulates brain areas
that are responsible for memory formation
and complex thought processes for all ages.

Reasons to play board games:
Playing board games increases brain function.
•

Engaging in play assists in practicing essential cognitive skills, such as
decision making, higher level strategic thinking, and problem solving.

Playing board games teaches you how to set goals and be patient.
•

Winning takes strategy and patience. In a happy environment these things
are learned in a stress-free and challenging but fun way.
Playing board games is great for reducing stress and makes for laughter.

•

A side effect of board game playing is laughter. It is one of the vital ingredients for an enjoyable learning experience and increasing creativity.

Playing board games creates more happiness.
•

Playing board games triggers the release of endorphins, the body’s natural “feel-good” chemicals. “Happy hormones” have the power to improve
conscious and unconscious mind functions, leaving a person feeling
cheerful, compassionate, and ultimately content.

Playing board games enhances creativity and self-confidence.

Getting enough sleep is extremely important for your
child to perform at their best. Here are some hints
and tips to help your child establish a good sleeping
routine.

Please make sure you are listening to your child read

every night.
It is vital that your child read to someone who can check their
comprehension and correct errors as they read.
Establishing good nightly reading habits
early helps to develop your
child's brain, ability to focus, concentration, social skills and communication
skills.
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School council elections will commence next week and nomination forms are available in today’s newsletter and
from the General Office. All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted
bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a
school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
For most school councils, there are four possible categories of membership:
·

A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category.

·
A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than onethird of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
·
An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of
their special skills, interests or experiences.

Please consider applying for school council and in doing so helping to shape our school.

2022 - 2023 Fire Season
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district.

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days’ notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter or
phone call. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm
the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you
with advice before the end of the school day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:
• No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
• School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district
in which the camp is located.
As a bus co-ordinating school all bus routes will be cancelled.
On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never
be left at home or in the care of older children.
For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.
As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan, and reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.
What can parents do?
• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that
our school is closed.
• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading
our newsletters and by checking our website, ClassDojo, http://www.dmsc.vic.edu.au/ or Facebook page.
If you have any further concerns, please contact either Genevieve Hulin (Principal/ Class Teacher) the school. 0355791305.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you should
check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.
If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.

You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website –
see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:
https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)
Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)
• ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters
• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

Our school is listed as a Bus Coordinating School for the School Bus Program (SBP)
An update to Department policy schools that have bus routes that are within, or pass-through, weather
districts where the fire danger is determined to be Code Red will be cancelled.
The Department’s primary rationale for making this policy change is to protect and preserve the lives of
students, staff and education communities by taking the most prudent approach to the risk posed by the
most catastrophic bushfire conditions.

